Chester County Detachment, MCL
P.O. Box 828

Downingtown, Pa 19335-0828 ff

“Once a Marine, Always a Marine”

Recruit a New member for the League today?

November 2009

Directions to the West Chester
VFW Post #106
357 Lincoln Ave, W.C.
610 696 5858

From Wilmington, Delaware

take US 202 N to the Paoli Pike exit, o
West Goshen/West Chester. &3
Keep right on the exit ramp & turn

right onto the Paoli Pike.

Turn right at the third light (before the

gas station) onto Turner Lane.

Go to first STOP sign and turn left

onto Lincoln Ave.

VFW is just ahead on the right.
*

From King of Prussia, Pa

take US 202 S to the Paoli Pike exit,

West Goshen/West Chester. :

Keep right on the exit ramp & merge : 7
right onto the Paoli Pike.
Turn right at the third light (before the

gas station) onto Turner Lane.

Go to first STOP sign and turn left

onto Lincoln Ave.

VFW is just ahead on the right.
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Marine Corps League Of Pennsylvania, Inc.

National Convention Report

The bulk of the convention was
spent discussing bylaws, budget
and the 2011 National Convention.

Ten Detachments from PA were
represented at the convention.

National Headquarters was given
permission to purchase and
implement a new membership
database that will allow the
detachments and departments to
pull their membership rosters at
will. Members will be able to
renew their dues with a credit card
or can join on line. It should be
operational in a year.

There were numerous Bylaw
wording changes made.

The body voted to award the 2011
National Convention to Boise ID.

Resolution to buy only American
Flags manufactured in the U.S.
(including base materials) was
adopted.

Website: www.pamcleague.org

WE ARE NO LONGER
AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE
KHAKI SHIRT AT ANY TIME!

Marine Corps League National
Officers for 2009 — 2010:
Commandant James R. Laskey

Sr Vice Vic Voltaggio
Jr Vice James Tuohy
Judge Adv John Lovalcik

Northeast Division

Sr Vice Dick Brown

Asst Sr Vice  John Rymer

Aide de Camp Ray Devlin

Adjutant Leanna Dietrich

Paymaster Paul Hastings

Chaplain Tom Minchin
Semper Fi,

Leanna Dietrich
Department Commandant

“Once a Marine, Always a Marine”

Toys for Tots
We shall be attempting to be more
involved with the “Toys for Tots”
project this coming season and
would appreciate your help in our
effort. Your thoughtful gift of a
new, unwrapped toy could bring a
smile to you while you shop for
one and to the face of a youngster
you don’t even know.

The Military Order of Devil Dogs,
who meet at our Home,
are still carrying on with the project
of supporting
St. Mary’s Home for Homeless
Families, in Phoenixville,

by collecting aluminum cans for the

nuns to recycle. The cans may be
brought to the Home any time.

Marine Corps Ball

You have been invited to the 234"
Marine Corps Birthday Ball to be held
Saturday, November 14™. The Chester
County Detachment Marine Corps
League is continuing the tradition by
hosting  local remembrance and
celebration at the West Chester VFW
Post 106, 837 Lincoln Ave. West
Chester, PA. You can contact Al Harper
at 610-857-2378.

Our program is scheduled to begin at
6:00 PM with a cash bar cocktail hour.
The Birthday Ball Ceremony will start at
7:00 PM followed by our dinner.
Following dinner our guest of honor,
speaker, and member of the Chester
County Detachment, Lt.Col. Craig S.
Evans, will give his address.

Please return your reservation card as
soon as possible so that we can make
proper preparations. | hope you and your
friends will join us in this Marine Corps
tradition of honoring our comrades who
so gallantly and heroically served in the
defense of our country.

I look forward to seeing you. Thank
you.

Semper Fidelis

Remember

Brian Althouse
George R Stewart
Billy Frank Walker


http://www.pamcleague.org/
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Chester County Detachment

Home
610 518 5375 www.chescomcl.us
Staff meeting:
2" Wednesday of each month at 1930.
General Membership meeting:
4™ Monday of each month at 7:30 PM.
Directions: From Boot Rd. go north on
Chestnut St in Downingtown first building
on the right after the bridge;
from Rt 30 turn South on Chestnut St;
the last Building on the left just before the
railroad bridge. Parking on side or back.
Entrance is on Chestnut St.
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Detachment Officers

Commandant Pat Powell 610 952 5045
Senior Vice Dan Condron 610 458 0797
Junior Vice Bill Shields 610 458 5748
Judge Adv  William Tapper 610 696 4025
Jr. Past Com William Tapper 610 696 4025
Adjutant David Mundy 717 442 0788
Paymaster  Phil Murray 610 918 1335
Chaplain Tom Tanner 610 933 0957
Sgt.of Arms Pat VVollmer 610 383 1416
Serv Officer Kathy VanGorder610 489 3756
Directors Tom Fisher 610 273 9498
Al Harper 610 857 2378

Dennis Brown 610 692 4782

Publisher  Pat Powell 610 952 5045
Editor David Mundy 717 442 0788
debmundy@aol.com

Aux. Pres.  Victoria Cloud 610 383 7729

*hkhkkkk

NEWSLETTER POLICY

Chester County Marine, the only
publication paid for by Chester County
Detachment MCL #286, is published monthly
as a service to the membership and other
interested organizations. We will reprint any
article deemed to be newsworthy and not
political.  The editor reserves the right to
modify any items selected for printing.

The views expressed herein are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect the
position of National MCL, Inc., Pennsylvania
MCL, Inc. or the Chester County Detachment.
All members and other interested parties are
invited to submit articles for publication.

Highlights Of

1 November 1943 —The 3" Marine Divi-
sion landed on Bougainville.

1 November 1956 —The 3™ Bat, 2"d Marines
helped evacuate Americans from
Alexandria, Egypt.

5 November 1915 —Marines under Maj S.
D. Butler captured the stronghold at
Fort Capois, Haiti.

8 November 1942 —The 2" Raider Batta-
lion began its 150-mile perimeter
patrol on Guadalcanal.

10 November 1775 — The Continental
Congress authorized the creation of
the Marine Corps.

11 November 1918 — Armistice Day:
WWI ended on the 11" hour of the
11" day of the 11" month of the year.

12 November 1946 —Gerald C. Thomas, the
first Marine to rise from private to
general, rank by rank, recorded his
second Legion of Merit.

15 November 1950 — Elements of the 1%
Marine Div reached the Chosin
Reservoir in North Korea.

16 November 1899 — Marines from the
USS Castinand the USS Manila
captured Zamboanga, Philipines.

Fall Review

On 22 September the Villanova
University Naval ROTC Unit had its
2009 review and swearing in
ceremony. Being honored was Rear
Admiral Timothy D. Moon of the
U.S. Navy as the Deputy Comman-
der, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic.

Present for the Ceremony from the
Detachment were Tom and Rose
Tanner.

The

20 November 1943 — The 2" Marine Div
landed at Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, and
Gilbert Islands.

Corpsé6

21 November 1836 —Marines and soldiers
took action against Seminole Indians at
Wahoo Swamp, Fl.

23 November 1950 — Thanksgiving was
celebrated in Korea with a temperature
of 20 degrees below zero.

24 November 1944 —U.S. bombers based in
Saipan attacked Tokyo in the first raid
from land-based planes.

25 November 1783 — The British evacuated
New York, their last military position in
the United States during the Revolution-
ary War.

25 November 2001 — In Afghanistan the 15"
Marine Expeditionary Unit moved inland
400 miles in what was declared the
longest amphibious landing in history, to
seize forward operation base “Camp
Rhino” in southern Afghanistan. The
Marines were the first conventional
ground troops in Afghanistan as part of
Operation Enduring Freedom.

27 November 1950 — Chinese Communists
launched an attack, surrounding Marines
at the Chosin Reservoir.

Marine Memorial Sunday

The annual ceremony at Oakland’s
Cemetery, West Chester, known as
Marine Memorial Sundawvill take place
on 8 November. This is a joint effort by
Chester County Detachment and Gen
Smedley D. Butler Detachment.

| Be like a duck ]
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Korea
The Forgotten War

1952

April - William 1. Genn was
rotated out of Korea and sent back
to the states.

1May - Back in the States, 2,000
Marines from the 3 Marine Divi-
sion were ordered into trenches
7,000 feet from the blast point of an
atomic bomb dropped by an Air
Force bomber; to test the troops
conduct in a simulated irradiation.

SSgt Bob Croll with the 2™
Marine Division was selected for
OCS at Quantico. He later trained
for tank warfare.

May - Ted Williams of the
Boston Red Sox and Jerry Coleman
of the New York Yankees were
recalled to active duty with the
Marines. Williams learned to fly
Pantherjets while Coleman flew
Corsairs

6 June — Bill Shields arrived at
Munsani, Korea.

June - Wesley Lowery was
rotated out of Korea.

30 June - Strength of the Marine
Corps on active duty is 16,413
officers and 215,544 enlisted.

The rains of summer last through
August; hot, humid, and always
wet.

3 August - The Eighth Army com-
plained that the 1* Marine Division
was getting more close-air support
from their Air Wing than other out-
fits so the Fifth Air Force ended the
three-month-old policy of allowing
Marine aircraft to “train” for close
air support with the division.

Chester County Detachment
Marine Corps League Schedule

VA Center Parade (Friday)
6 November 0930

Marine Memorial Sunday
8 November 1030

West Chester Veterans Parade
8 November 1315 at the VFW

Marine Corps Ball — Saturday
14 November 1700 at the VFW

West Chester Christmas Parade
4 December 1800

CCD Christmas Party
21 December 1900 at the Home
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Murphy's Laws of
Combat Operations

102 The more stupid the leader is,
the more important missions

he is ordered to carry out.

Simile or Metaphor

The young fighter
had a hungry look;
the kind you get
from not eating for a while.

Jeff
D6 Ambr os

Dodge & Mitsubishi

1081 E. Lancaster Ave
Downingtown
610 269 9500
Lancaster Ave
Frazer
610 644 0545

Final nominations and installation of
officers took place at the Pound growl of
27 September. PDD Tom Tanner and
PDD Jim Powell were the installing
officers. There were ten dogs in
attendance. The new slate is as follows:

Pound Keeper PDD Ginnie Rueber

Sr. Vice PDD James Powell

Jr. Vice PDD Tom Tanner

Dog Robber ~ PDD Kathy Van Gorder
Smart Dog DD William Mikelson
Police Dog Pup Dennis Brown

Watch Dog PDD Bill Miller

Dog Trainer PDD Al Harper

Barking Dog PDD Kathy Van Gorder
Mad Dog Pup Dave Mundy

After the officers were installed the
pound authorized a donation of 200 Big
Bones to our chosen charity, St . Mar
Franciscan Shelter for Homeless Families
Phoenixville, Pa.

PDD Al Harper and Pup Dave Mundy
announced they had thirteen large bags
of crushed aluminum cans to be
delivered to St. Mary’s on Tuesday.

After the growl we retired to the lounge
where plenty of food and drink were
available for all.

Our next growl will be on 20 December
starting at 1330 to give us time to initiate
new Pups. The growl will be
abbreviated followed by our annual
Christmas Party. Family members are
invited to attend and PDD Al Harper will
extend an invitation to the Smith Family
by Official Pound Letterhead.

Remember, it is an honor to be a
member of The Military Order of the
Devil Dogs.

3
Barkings from the Doghouse

Fred LeClair
who was born on
1 November 1938
enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps
when he was 17 years old.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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13 March 1954 - 15,000 French
troops (primarily from the French
Foreign Legion) were surrounded
by 40,000 Vietminh at Dien Bien
Phu. A 'CAT transport carrying
supplies to the French was shot
down with an American crew of
two.

16 April - Vice President Nixon
proposes that American troops be
placed in Indochina regardless of
any allied support. An air-strike
against the Vietminh was being
proposed.

7 May - Dien Bien Phu fell ending
French influence in the area. More
than 35,000 French were Killed in
that war.

24 October - President Eisenhower
promised aid to South Vietnam as
long as the Diem regime showed
strong resistance to attacks. This is
later cited as the starting point of
U.S. commitment to South
Vietnam.

17 November - Gen. J. Lawton
Collins took charge of the U.S.
military mission that would be
instructing the Vietnamese Army.

The

Declaration of Independence Signers
Who were they and what happened
to them?
Stephen Hopkins:
from Providence, Rhode Island, was
a farmer, surveyor, and in mercantile-
shipping.
In 1774, he authored a bill that prohi-
bited the importation of slaves into
the Rhode Island colony.
He helped create the Continental
Navy with Esek Hopkins as its
commander-in-chief.
1785, died at age 78.

VA Hospital Parade

The Annual Veterans’ Day Parade
at the Coatesville VA Hospital will
take place on Friday 6 November,
with muster time at 0930.

Correspondence
September 4, 2009
Dear Mr. Condron;

Il *d Ii ke to pass
Corps League Chester County Detach-
ment for performing the Posting and
Retiring of the Colors at Coatesville VA
Me di c al *AGhealVeloeme “ s
Home Celebration last Saturday.

The day was a success with 200

Veterans and nearly 150 family members
and guests attending. Veterans obtained
valuable information from 42 exhibitors
and everyone enjoyed picnic foods, live
music, a magic show and face painting.
Without the help of volunteers like you,

we could not provide worthwhile

programs like this.

Thank you again. It was an honor to

have you participate.

Sincerely

Gary W. Devansky

Director

Coatesville VA Medical Center

Veterans Parade

The Annual West Chester Veterans
Parade will take place on Sunday 8
November, with muster time at 1300.

17000 s

Auxiliary Note
Thanks to the ladies who helped with
the chicken BBA on 10 October: Joanne,
Barb Logan, Barb VVollmer, Cathy, Rose,
Debby, Ellie, and Tori. Sean and Mary
Mahoney came in to help and are
planning to join our team. Their son is a
Marine on his way to Afghanistan.

It was a great team effort to have
another successful year fund raising for
the detachment.

Thanks are extended to the anony-mous
donation to the Auxiliary. This will be
used with the Scholarship fund going to a
Downingtown High School student.

Hope everyone makes it to the Marine
Ball.

my

Jim Mcllhenney: Winner of the sward

(hest County Dﬂuchmm

Albert B. Harper
Sgt 1953-1962
610-857-2378

harpernoe@aol.com

Pennsylvania

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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Americanism D. Condron
Auxiliary Liaison D. Condron
Bingo B. Shields
Highway Cleanup D. Brown
Home Liaison E. Dymek
Locker Box J. Ceschan
Marine Corps Ball R. Spina
A. Harper
Membership R. Spina
MOY W. Tapper
Newsletter D. Mundy
Parades B. White
Marksmanship Team D. Brown
Scholarships B. White
Special Events
Ticket Sales R. Spina
VAVS Dr. Wells,
R. Spina
West Chester
Vets Council P Powell

The CCD Home is available
for private parties
to CCD MCL members.

Contact Pat Powell for details.

VA Information

VA Benefits booklet
& Information http://www.vw.gov
VA Benefits 800 827 1000

VA Health Benefits 877 222 8387
VA Education Benefits 888 442 4551
VA Life Insurance 800 669 8477
VA Debt Management 800 827 0648
Health Eligibility Center
1644 Tullie Circle
Atlanta, GA 30329-2303 404 235 1257
800 929 8387
CHAMPVA 800 733 8387
Gulf War / Agent Orange
Help Line 800 749 8387
Headstones & Markers 800 697 6947
Mammography Hotline 888 492 7844
MCL Hdgts Indiantown Gap 717 861 9629

Military Medical records, DD214
http://vetrecs.archive.gov

Parkinson’s

PADRECC

Parkinson Support Grp

Telecommunication Device

(Hearing Impaired/TTD)

888 959 2323
610 431 1852

800 829 4833

World War Il Movie Stars

George C. Scott:
from Wise, Virginia wanted to be a
writer growing up.

He joined the U.S. Marine Corps in
1945 at 18 years of age and was
assigned to the prestigious ‘8" and I
Barracks in Washington, D.C. until
1949. While there he performed
guard duty and taught English litera-
ture at the Marine Corps Institute.

He was no ‘Chicken-Hawk’.

He studied journalism after leaving
the service but switched to drama
doing Shakespearean stage plays in
New York in 1958.

He has won two Oscars but did not
accept them because he did not
believe he was as good as the other
actors.

Historical Society
Honors Veterans

The Salisbury Township Historical
Society in Lancaster County had an
“Honor Our Veterans” format at their
last meeting of 15 October.

USMC Veteran Jessie Thomas was
the featured speaker. Mr. Thomas
was a WWII combat veteran of the
Pacific Theater and a veteran of the
Okinawa campaign. Jessie has been
a recipient of many awards and
certificates over the years.

Other veterans were also recogn-
ized at the meeting and several had
displays of memorabilia for the
public to see. CCD members Al
Harper and Lillian Harper, and
Dave Mundy were in attendance to
represent the detachment.

Adam was the only man
who didn’t have to listen
to his wife tell
about all the other men
she could have married

Department of PA

Scholarship Tickets

We have received our quota of raffle
tickets for 2010 and we need to start
considering purchasing some before May
2010.

If you know a worthy high school
graduate in need of a scholarship to help
with expenses to continue their higher
education, please let us know. The
Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania is
accepting applications for year 2010
scholarship program.

Remember, the sponsor must be
mother, father, grandparent, or guardian
of the applicant.

Craftsman Needed

We need someone to make a new
“Deceased Members” Wall Plaque. It
should be similar to our current one that
is almost full.

Call Kay Croll if you are interested at
610 696 7589.

Man blames fate for all accidents
but feels personally responsible
when he makes a hole-in-one.
Bishop Sheen

Wegmans

hasa ...
Bakery
Business hours 24/7
Catering Department
Delicatessen
Grocery Store
Market
Pharmacy
Pizza Shop
Restaurant
Support for the MCL
1056 E. Lancaster Ave

Downingtown
610 518 7890

| Is paddling like the dickens |

The Cold War
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1957 _ Veterans Administration Marine Corps League
16 uly —Maj. John H. Glenn, Jr. Volunteer Service Uniform Code
broke the transcontinental speed

record by crossing from Los On the second Monday of each month, Male Undress (Short Sleeve)
Alamitos, California, to Floyd the Chester County Detachment and the

Bennett Field, New York, in 3 Smedley D. Butler Detachment meet at Standard Red Cover -

with Devil Dog patch when authorized,
and gold Enlisted USMC insignia.

Shirt, White, Short sleeve - military
crease, open collar (to be aviator style),
with two (2) pockets and button down
flaps, and epaulets).

Devil Dog Collar — as rated

Name Tag — optional

hours, 23 minutes, and eight the Coatesville Veterans Hospital to
seconds. sponsor a Bingo Party for the patients
and we provide them with cookies
donated by Entennmans, canteen
booklets, ice cream, and juice; and twice
a year the Detachments get together to
give them an extra Bingo Party.

‘ S Each Detachment pays for six months, e
system included ground sites in which comes from our funds. The Sunburstcollarinsignia

Canada along the Arctic Circle and Department of PA MCL reimburses each Marine Corps League Patch — on Left
extended 200 miles out over the Detachment $200. sleeve, 1%4” down.
Atlantic Ocean extending coverage e can carpool from the Home or meet Devil Dog Patch when authorized
to Bermuda, and over the Pacific at building #58B at 1900. We are usually or 2” x 32" U.S. Flag on Right sleeve,
Ocean extending to cover finished by 8:30pm or 2030. 172" down.
Cal_ifornia. _ We would appreciate additional help to Marine Corps League ribbons
Five radar sites were located on  continye this very rewarding project. OR _
platforms (Texas Towepoff the Helping our Brothers-in-Uniform is one of U.S. Armed Forces ribbons and badges
Long Island, N shore. Comple- e veasons the Detachment was formed (NOT MIXED).
menting these were “flying radar g why we joined. It makes them feel Trousers, Black
stations” flying hundreds of miles good, it lets us feel good, and it may give Belt, Black with Marine Corps Emblem

31July —The ‘Distant Early Warn-
ing Line” (DEW Line), a system of
radar stations designed to detect

Soviet bombers approaching North
America, went into operation. The

out over the ocean, able to stay you a good feeling. on gold square buckle or

airborne over 20 hours and capable Semper Fi Belt, Black Dress

of controlling fighter aircraft. This Dan Condron Socks, Black _

was part of NORAD (the North AR AR K Shoes, Black, plain toe

American Air Defense Command). i

These aircraft were manned by the Warnlng from the VA Letter from the OkefenOkee

U.S. Navy and the U.S. Air Force.

The VA Central Office has received As a long Life Member of CCD | enjoy
many reports that Veteransare being r eadi ng t oday“s newv

Some women don’t seem contacted by a “Patient Care Group” has returned to the format started a long time
to know what economy is, representing that they are helping ago. | am proud that our Detachment
except when they put the candles  administer VA prescriptions and newsletter and |, as editor, received several
on their birthday cake stating that the pharmacy billing awards when | was active.

procedures have changed and they CCD Commandant
are therefore requesting Veteran CCD MOY 1991

S i credit card numbers for prescription  Dept Judge Adv
GR w":,‘,',,,,"',,o.,,.. e payments in advance of filling their  Dept Jr. Vice
prescriptions. Dept MOY

This Is False! VA does not call Pack Dog of the Year.
Veterans asking to disclose personal National Judge Adv
financial information over the phone. ,

VA has not changed its processes for _ Jim Bradford
dispensing prescription medicines.
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Chicken Dinner

The 10 Annual Chicken BBQ was
held on Saturday 10 October.

Our Grill Man had problems early-on
so adjustments had to be made in the
cooking and delivery of the BBQ
chickens; a replacement cooking venue
had to be used.

We had plenty of help, and thanks to
Pat Vollme live band, and when the
meals arrived they were delicious. The
cook was sorry for the delay and
inconvenience.

CCD-MCL helpers included: John
CeschanDan Condron, TomsRer,

Marine Corps

Lt.Col. Craig S. Evans is this
year’s speaker for the Marine
Birthday Ball and is a member of the
Chester County Detachment.

He graduated from West Chester
University and was commissioned a
2" Lieutenant in July 1976 following
completion of the Officer Candidate
Course and after Basic School, in
March 1977, Lt. Evans reported to
Camp Lejeune as an 0302 He had a
tour as a platoon commander, was
promoted 1% Lieutenant and was
company executive officer with

Al Harper Jim McllhenngyDave Charlie Co, 1% Bat, 8" Marines. He
Mundy Pat Powell Bill Shields finished his active duty career in the

Rudy SpinaTom Tanner
t he Y Bile Tdpper and Pat
Vollmer. And as before, we sold out the
dinners.

Members of the Auxiliary helping

“ Ma $-3 section of £ Bat, 6" Marines in

August 1979.

1% Lt. Evans began his U.S.M.C.
reserve career in 1980, was promo-
ted to captain and was the Weapons

were Joanne Browmipri Cloud, Il Platoon Commander with Echo Co,
Dunn, Lillian Harper, Barb Log4mBat, 25" Marines.
Debby Mundy, Cathy Snyder, RBemm 1985 — 1987 Capt. Evans had

Tanner, Barb Vollmard a student
from the Church Farm School.

Honor Guard

We need members to support our
Funeral Honor Guard for Marines and
former Marines who have passed on.

Our responsibility for this duty is
standing casket watch and, if the family
requests, provide grave site services,
flag folding and/or presentation to the
family, rifle salute, and taps.

We already have several members
who have volunteered but we need
more to be available to provide our
service to our departed Marines and
their families.

The uniform is MCL Red Cover, Black
Trousers, black shoes, black socks,
black belt, White Shirt, Red Blazer, and
White Gloves.

The same group also participates in
area parades and ceremonies.

duty at Camp Lejeune as Academic
Officer with the Engineer School, the
School of Infantry, and was a
Reserve Special Support Officer
teaching at the Valley Forge Military
Academy and College.

In 1987 he completed Amphibious
Warfare School, was promoted to
major and joined the Reserve Affairs
Division as a Projects Officer.

Ball Speaker

In October 1990, he became the
Commanding Officer of 10" Bulk Fuel
Co, 6™ Engineer Support Bat, 4™ FSSG.

After completion of the Command and
Staff College course Major Evans  got
assignments working in Korea in a
variety of billets in support of Operations
Team Spirit and Ulchi Focus Lens in
1996.

Major Evans was promoted to Lt
Colonel in 1997 and worked for
MARFORPAC as a Projects Officer in
the Current Operations Section.

In June 1998, Lt. Col Evans was
Projects Officer with the College of
Continuing Education, Marine Corps
University, Quantico.

In 2000, he was the Dept. Chairman
of English for the MECEP Program, San
Diego Recruit Depot while he completed
an Anti-Terrorism Course.

Lt. Col Evans has taught the Command
and Staff College Program Weekend
Course at MCB Quantico, MCB
Pendleton, and NASJRB Willow Grove.

In September 2004, Lt. Col Evans
retired but joined the 6™ Civil Affairs
Group in June 2005 and served in Iraq in
the Al Anbar province as Liaison Officer
to | and Il MEF helping to rebuild Iraqi
infrastructure.

Lt. Col Evans is married to the former
Dawn A. Lane, they have two daughters,
Sarah and Molly, and reside in Exton, Pa.

To err is human,
But to admit it isn’t.

. 4
e
-
Nick Caesar'’s Shoe RL'P.\IT
17 Marchwood Road

Exton, PA 19341

610.364.9 t

Happy Thanksgiving
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Highway Cleanup

The Detachment
cleanup of the year on 11 October was
great in three respects.

Number one: the weather could have
hardly been better. It was cool and
sunny with a slight breeze.

Number two: a great turnout. We had
eight members participate this time.

Chester County Detachment thanks
the following members for their support
in this community service of the year:

Me et | @leardngs:

28 September

A Chrigtrad stodkihg@rbgVéd i¥ to  Council is starting to meet. Pat Powell

be considered for our web site.

The VA sent us a Thank You letter
for the September 12 Patients’ picnic

provided by the Detachment.

The VA sent a thank you letter to
the Detachment for presenting and
retiring the Colors at the August
Welcome Home Picnic.

Doc Wells is back in ICU at Bryn
Mawr Terrace. He still can’t walk.

Dennis Brown Joanne Brown cards can be sent to his Mother’s

Jim Copeland Al Harper
Jim Mcllhenney Dave Mundy
Bill Shields Pat Vollmer
Number three: the high winds that
were with us the previous week blew
most of the

the spring.
participating
Dennis Brown.

R R R R R R

CJos Life

Every year children are

hospitalized for drinking fluids they

think are safe but that are really
poisons. These kids all thought
they were drinking something fun
and safe either because the fluid
had been placed in a drawer or
because it was bright and colorful
like fruit drinks.

Keep your kids safe

1. Keep dangerous fluids in their
original, child-proof container.

2. Keep them locked up, out of
reach of children

3. Don’t store fluids in non-child-
proof containers such as oil lamps.
4. If you suspect a child may have
drunk a hydrocarbon, call for
assistance immediately.

5. Poison Center: 1 800 222 1222

home address.
Charlie Wertz had both knees re-

placed. Kathy Van Gorder will be

sending a fruit basket.

Bob Donovan has a back problem.

t © a sphn dofdkoR hash & prdol€ms

See you all back and raring to go in

The Rifle Match was held in one

~Anyone interested N gay with six relays participating.
in 2010 can contact

Pistol practice will be starting in
January.

SaviMg |¢|St highwiygleanup for this

year will be on 11 October.

Five officers from our detachment
attended the last Smedley D. Butler
general meeting.

Packages are to be created at our
Home to be sent to the troops in
Afghanistan.

Different air condition service
companies need to provide us with

estimates for our unit’s repairs before

winter sets in.
The Chicken BBQ is coming up
and we plan to pass out fliers in the

neighborhood on 5 October at 1200.

The West Chester Annual Salva-
tion Army Food Drive is coming up
and fliers are to be passed out on 14
October at noon. Bill Tapper is
coordinating the Drive to be held at
1900 on 20 October.

Jim Mcllhenney says the Chicken
Barbecue will be ready at 1200 on 10

October. We need help.
The West Chester Veterans’

is our representative and would like for
someone else from the West Chester area
to be an alternate.

8 November is Marine Memorial
Sunday. We need to send invitations to
Smedley D. Butler Det, the Swope
family, the Aikman family, Mayor
Yoder. Need an OIC, Chaplin, Taps;
need addresses to contact these people.

The West Chester Halloween Parade is
on Thursday the 29" of October. Muster
at 1830 at the church.

The VA parade at the Coatesville
Hospital is on 6 November. We need a
color guard.

We need to nominate one of our
medhiRrE f8r $he Four Chaplains award
given out in February.

The Detachments first Ft. Mifflin
Ceremony is to be on 4 July 2010.

The Helicopter Roto Fest Show is
coming up and we need to show a
presence. We can sell the scholarship
tickets.

The Beirut Memorial Ceremony will be
held in Philadelphia on 25 October.
Need to wear our uniforms, red satin
jacket and white gloves. We shall meet
at the Home at 0815.

Pearl Harbor Day Memorial is to be
held in Harrisburg on 7 December at
0730. This is a West Chester Veterans
Council event.

The VAVS meetings need new
representatives from our detachment.

World War 11
(1941 - 1945)
Total Service members (Worldwide) 16,112,566
Battle Deaths 291,557
Other Deaths in service (none Theater) 113,842
Non-mortal Wounds 671,846
Living Veterans 2,306,000

with over 1,000 dying every day.



Chester County Marine

Samuel Nicholas, the first Marine
officer and senior-ranking Marine
during the Revolutionary War, laid
the foundation for the modern
Corps.

Born in Philadelphia in 1744,
Nicholas was the son of a black-
smith and had some formal educa-
tion in the local Academy of
Philadelphia School. He was
working as a tavern keeper at the

‘Nassatl, and took the British
governor  prisoner. While the
Americans faced little opposition, the
event proved the value of Marines as
an expeditionary force.

Upon returning to New London,
Connecticut his men were reassigned
to smaller vessels leaving Nicholas
no one to command. After returning
to Philadelphia, he was detached
from his ship “Alfred” and was

“Sign of the Conestogoe Waggopromoted to ‘major of Marines’ on

at No. 78 Market Street, between
Fourth and Fifth Streets, when the
American Revolution began. The
tavern was owned by the Jenkins
family of Jenkintown, Pa.

On Nov 10, 1775, Congress
authorized the raising of two
battalions of Marines. Eighteen
days later, Nicholas received his
commission as a senior captain
with the pay of about $26 a month,
authorized by John Hancock. This
was the first commission granted to
any individual in the “Navy of the
United Colonies” - which meant
Nicholas was not only the first
Marine officer but also the first
officer in the Continental Naval
Service.

Nicholas immediately  began
recruiting Marines and, in January
1776, had 62 men to serve on
Continental Navy ships in the
waters around Philadelphia. He
took command of Marines on the
warship “Alfred” and, when that
ship attacked British forces in the
Bahamas on March 3, 1776,
Nicholas commanded the first
amphibious landing of American
Marines.

Leading a unit of about 290 men
(including sailors), Nicholas and
his party rowed small boats ashore,
seized forts ‘Montagué and
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First Marine Officer

25 June 1776. Nicholas continued to
recruit and, in December 1776, led
three Marine companies of 80 men
from Philadelphia to join Gen.
George Washington’s Army in
Trenton, N.J. With the new Major
Nicholas in command, the Marines
fought as an independent unit with
Army Col. John Cadwalader’s
brigade in the Second Battle of

Trenton and in the Battle of
Princeton campaigns.
Unfortunately, Nicholas’ three

companies were absorbed into the
Continental Army as artillery men in
1777 and he returned to Philadelphia
in early March.

He married Mary Jenkins of
Jenkintown in 1778 and they had
three sons.

On 8 August 1778 Major Nicholas
was given the additional duty of
being an authorized signer of
Continental currency and was
ordered to transport ‘specie’, just
arrived from France, from Boston to
Philadelphia, by-passing British-held
New York using teams of oxen.

Nicholas made an effort to return to
sea on 10 August 1781 but instead
the Congress resolved that his
accounts be settled up to August
1781, at which time he would be
considered as retiring from the
service.

*hhkkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkkikkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkikkhkhihkkhkikikiikik
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Nicholas remained the senior Marine,
but he no longer led all Marines. Yet,
Marines continued to prove their value
on Navy ships, and Marine firepower
played a critical role in many sea battles,
including the victory of the ‘Bonhomme
Richard over HMS ‘Serapi$ in
September 1779.

With American victory over Great
Britain,  Congress  abolished  the
Continental Navy — and the Marines.
But Nicholas had laid a foundation for
the future. Traditional Marine roles
aboard warships — assisting naval
officers in maintaining discipline and
providing sharpshooters to snipe at
enemy naval officers during battles at sea
— were firmly in place.

Nicholas died at age 46 of yellow fever
on 27 August 1790 and was interred at
the Friends Burial Ground, 5" and Arch
Streets, in Philadelphia, in an unmarked
grave. Three ships have been named in
his honor.

Men and women in the Marine Corps

reserve officer training program at the

University of Pennsylvania honor
Ni chol asd® memory
Uni ted States Mari

wreath at his grave once a year
Marine Corps Times
Marines in the Revolution

Ed met Dorothy while on vacation and fell
madly in love. After a few weeks of dating he
was convinced that it was true love and
decided to have a serious talk with her.

fair to
I eat, sl eep,
going to be a
Dor ot hy
honest with each other,

you need to know
After some time thinking about it Ed said
“You know, that I
probably because
wrists straight

“lotn'lsy
and

10

war n

prob
responded,



Chester County Marine

| think it is time we honor a CCD On 18 December Rudy was seriously (by setting up booths at local events to recruit

Marine who has strived to make this
unit a great Detachment because of his
love of the Marines.

Rudy Spinawas born 1 January
1922 and grew up there in the City of
Brotherly Love, Philadelphia and
graduated from South Philadelphia
High School. He had an older brother,
Elmer, and young brother, Al.

There was a teenage girl working at a
“5 & 10 <cent
with but she got rid of him by telling him
to send his older brother. Al did return
with big brother Rudy who got to meet
the young lady named Alice DiVitis.

Upon graduating from high school
Rudy went to work with his brother at a
car dealership as an auto mechanic.

wounded and hospitalized. On 28
December
with his brother Al in its ranks, was
transported by the U.S. Navy, with his
brother Elmer aboard, to Bougainville to
relieve the 3 Marine Div. The two Spina
brothers did not know brother Rudy was
already on the island before them and
was in a hospital, so they partied without

him. The 3d Divisionwas sent to

stayed hospitalized.

Being released from the hospital Rudy
was discharged 20 June 1944 in San
Diego and allowed to go home any way
he desired. Rudy, loaded with all his
back pay, wanted to see the country so
he decided to go by bus and do layovers

On 16 September 1942 the 34 Marineat every bus destination.

Divisiorwas activated at Camp Elliott
but they had to wait for Rudy to join
t hem. He was | i
dream; working on cars and getting
paid for it.

In January 1943 Rudy enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps and boarded a train
for Parris Island while the battle for
Guadalcanal was going on in the
Soloman Islands. His brother Elmer
joined the U.S. Navy and his brother Al
joined the Army.

In June, after boot camp a squad of
Marines was waiting to ship out from
San Diego when they decided to get
tattoos. Among them was a corpsman
who got convinced he should also get a
Marine , EGA"
the corpsman Rudy got himself a tattoo
of “Popeye” on

It took him five weeks to cross the
country before finally arriving home in

PhnbadéakepAmer ba addughterdyadl Yictorid havd gtovided dobt e
ci t i e sgiftshoall that attendedtthe Ball. Rudy wouldh e

know what
care. He had stopped and visited every
place the bus stopped at but he had to
keep an eye out for the authorities. He
was back working on cars again.

Rudy and Alice (DiVitis) Spina were
married on 3 March 1946 and they had
two sons (James and David) and three
daughters (Jennie, Annemarie, and Mary
Alice). Rudy eventually went into his own
business running a service station. He
was involved with his community and
church activities becoming a member of
the Knights of ColumkaisSt. Norbert

tal i an Soci al
trink e janedrthe Social Club so he

former Marines and sending out membership

Amérieal Divisjomeneivab notices at his own expense), ticket

sales (he coordinated the mailing of scholar-
ship tickets and encourage everyone to buy
or sell the tickets by reminding them of the
purpose), the Marine Ball, making sure
Basket of Cheer tickets were sent (which
helped defray the individual dinner cost per
person), the VAVS (helped with the VA
Medical Center in Coatesville outdoor picnics,

LGuadelcaral foAR andwvRa while Rudyf bimgospaed viséed the Vets at Christmas with

goodies), and presented awards to deserving
members and supporters.

He woul d be the
before and during the event ensuring our
customers had their proper seating at the
door and allow other members to enjoy
themselves. (He would frisk and ID all
potential buyers. Everyone had to pass the
shake down and no one ever had to be
turnedaway.) Rudy “ s son

not wait long to start getting information,
guest speaker, and secure the hall for the
next Marine Corps Ball in November.

He would pick up and deliver donations
meant for the veterans at the VA in
Coatesville and was a long time member of
the CCD Rifle Team.

He hel ped get
Home and start the Detachments main fund
raisers: Bingo and the yearly Chicken BBQ by
taking time from his home responsibilities to
be at our Home verifying our customers at the
door.

t a Gatholix Ghurch, theALieng Glub, amdythe s Liker anygne elsecdRudy has had numerous
C | medical problemishwith his faiRilyi atlhgme tmito e

still he always supported us as best as

Operations began on the west coast could play shuffle board and bocce ball possible. At times he himself had setbacks

of Bougainville in November by the 39 wi t h

Marine Divisiominforced by Rudy.
This little island with a beautiful sound-

t he
Rudy joined the CCD in 1983 when the
Detachment was re-chartered and he

“ Co mp a dhutéesnéver complained and reminded us of

what had to be done without being pushy.
Rudy and Alice Spinacelebrated their

ing name was anything but; it rained was selected as the CCD Marine of the anniversary on 3 March 2009. For 63 years
every day, smelly, with plenty of Year for 1985.

showers but no change of clothes
avail- able for the Marines.

The Chester County Marine

Staying very active through the years
Rudy coordinated the membership drives

Alice has put up with him.

ma

t he



Chester County Marine

November

_‘»_(4“[

Sun

1 2

(Membership Bonme

Anniversaries) Shaw
Muarine Memorial Charles
030 Barton
W.C. Parade
i3S @ VIw
15 6
Ernest
Irons
22 23
General
Meeting
7:30
29 30

Chester County

John A. Lejeune founded the
Marine Corps League in 1923. He
said his first claim to fame was, “I
am a Marine!” All his other
attainments came further down the
list. The U.S. Congress felt that the
purposes of the Marine Corps
League were so valid that in 1937 it
granted the League a federal
charter. There are detachments all
across the country and each hold
the slogan as a personal truth:
“Once a Marine, Always a
Marine.”

The Chester County Detachment
was chartered on July 4, 1974. Our
regular meetings are held the forth
Monday of each month beginning
at 7:30 PM unless it conflicts with
a Holiday.

r J 'y
f Wed I

4 5

3
Chnis Steve Alan
Shaw Faylor Yusko
10 11 12
Happy Statl Meeung Matt
Birthday - 7:30 drantley
Vet Breakfast
17 18 19
Joseph Robert Roy
Kay Paladino Scarto
24 25 26
Richard
Yoder
| 2 3
Veterans
Breakfast

Detachment Marine Corps

Our meetings are conducted in our
“Home” which 1is located on
Chestnut St. just off Boot Rd. in
Downingtown.  Membership dues
are $35.00 annually.

Some of our activities include:

Participation at the

Coatesville Veterans Hospital,

Color Guard for parades and ceremonies,

Honor Guard for our fallen brothers and

sisters,

Marine of the Year Banquet and Roast,

Flag Retirement Ceremony,

Salvation Army Canned Food Drive,

Scholarship programs,

Fund raising programs,

Rifle and Pistol marksmanship programs,

Cemetery site decoration for Memorial
Day,

Our own newsletter,

Fri St
6 7
VA Parade Bingo
R :Q.;()
13 14
Marine Corps
Rall
20 21
Robert rIns
Stane Bingo
27 28
4 o
West Chester Bingo
Christmas Parude 5- ;;,
League
Community Highway Cleanup

Toys for Tots and
A Marine Corps Birthday Ball with
Ceremonies.

The Chester County Detachment has
an Auxiliary Unit and their members
carry out the purposes of the league and
support our detachment.

We look forward to meeting you and
hope you will join with your fellow
Marines to continue the special
camaraderie unique to those that have
worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor.

Semper Fidelis

Chester County Detachment
Department of Penna.
Marine Corps League



